RELG 301  Poetic and Prophetic Literature of the Old Testament

Module 5     Study Report 5
MONDAY
1. Download and save Study Report 5 (this Report)

Check here when done   __
2. Visit the Discussion Board and post replies to two of your classmates’ threads for Module 4







Check here when done   __
2. Read the Course Notes in Chants at 

https://www.drshirley.org.relg301/notes-chants.html Check here when done   __
3. In the Bible, read Psalms 101-110
4. For this next section, read each Psalm in turn, and read the relevant paragraph in the textbook as an aid to understanding it. Then pause, think about what you have read, and what it is saying to you. Then answer the question(s) (if there are any).
a. Read Psalm 101. What types of behavior are to be avoided : _______________

b. Read Psalm 102.





Check here when done   __
Listen to the video at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BWKmahZgLM  Psalm 102
(O Lord, hear my prayer)  This is one of the Taizé Psalm settings.  









Check here when done   __
c. Read Psalms 103 & 104. 




Check here when done   __
How do both of these Psalms begin : _______________

From Psalm 103, give three reasons for blessing God : _______________

From Psalm 104, give three things which show God’s action in Creation : _______

Where is Psalm 104:4 quoted in the New Testament, and how is it used to show a contrast between Jesus and the angels  : _______________

d. Watch the videos at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6iVZtwj9ulc 
Psalm 103:1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IflXLmYzhQ 
Psalm 103 (Taizé)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8TYsYGGJo0
Psalm 103:1-5 (metrical version)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfH5JzcDqXM
Psalm 103 (Russian Orthodox)
I hope that the videos will help to give a feel for how very different cultures can all use the Psalms for worship and instruction.

Check here when done   __
e. Read Psalms 105, 106, & 107



Check here when done   __
List three events in the history of Israel that are mentioned in Psalm 105 (include scripture references) : _______________

From Psalm 106, List three events in the history of Israel, where the people disobeyed God (include scripture references) : _______________ 

What verse in Psalm 106 indicates that this verse was written after the Fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians : _______________

What verses from Psalm 107 indicate that they were written after the return of the Jews to Jerusalem after their Exile in Babylon : _______________

List three events in the history of the USA for which we might thank God : _______________ 
f. Read Psalms 108, 109, & 110. These are all attributed to David. David was human like the rest of us, and he was a man of strong emotions, with a quick temper.
What does the textbook say about Psalm 109:6-19 : _______________

Psalm 110 may have been written by David with his son Solomon in mind, but it came to have a wider meaning.  David and Solomon were of the tribe of Judah, not of the priestly tribe of Levi, but Solomon did act as a priest when he dedicated the Temple in Jerusalem (1  Kings, chapter 8; 2 Chron. 6:1-7:8)
Who was Melchizedek : _______________

To whom does the Epistle to the Hebrews apply Psalm 110:4 : _______________
g. OPTIONAL videos at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmeVvR78VvE   Ps.108:3-5, setting by Rossini, sung by a Ghanaian choir and soloist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPtkkUU84rs     Ps.108:3-5, setting by John Michael Talbot
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxi4TseWXGI   Ps.108:3-5, setting by John Michael Talbot, adapted by SDA musicians in New Zealand
These videos give examples of how a Psalm setting may be suitable for performance by trained choirs and singers, or for general praise, and how a setting may be varied from the original to suit the worship style of a different group of people.
5. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
6. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ___
____________________________________

TUESDAY
a. In the Bible, read Psalms 111-119
b. For this next section, read each Psalm in turn, and read the relevant paragraph in the textbook as an aid to understanding it. Then pause, think about what you have read, and what it is saying to you. Then answer the question(s) (if there are any).
a. Read Psalms 111, 112, and 113



Check here when done   __

How do these Psalms all begin : _______________

What does Psalm 111:10 tell us about wisdom : _______________

Watch the video at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nT57DzWj-X0  Psalm 113, sung in Hebrew, with English subtitles. The Temple Institute is a Jewish group in Jerusalem which believes that the “Third Temple” will be built soon. They are training Levites and priests to lead worship. They even have some red heifers ready for sacrifice.  The word “HaShem” which you will see and hear, is the Hebrew for “The Name”; it is one of the ways in which observant Jews refer to God, so as not to risk breaking the first of the Ten Commandments.  Another which you will hear is “Adonai” (Lord, or Master)
OPTIONAL videos at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3I_Nwgj8Io

(Psalm 111:10)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2vAQfAR8DM 
(Psalm 113:10)
b. Read Psalm 114





Check here when done   __
What does the textbook use as a title for this Psalm : _______________

Why would this Psalm be appropriate for Passover : _______________

Psalm 114:3 (and Psalm 114:5) refer to two different events. What were they, and give the Bible references (Book, chapter, verses) for them : _______________

OPTIONAL video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbNy1ujv_-k  (Psalm 114)
c. Read Psalms 115, 116, and 117



Check here when done   __
How does each of these Psalms conclude : _______________

Psalm 115 is a community song of praise (it uses “we” and “us”) calling us to worship the One True God.
Psalm 116 is a personal song of praise (it uses “I” and “me”) responding gladly.

Psalm 117 includes all the nations (the Gentiles) in the call to worship.

OPTIONAL videos at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2sdnnsXa3s  (Psalm 115)  (Anglican Chant)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Z-qjNbdAd0
    (Psalm 115) (The Imperials)

d. Read Psalm 118





Check here when done   __
What is the recurring response in Psalm 118 : _______________
See 2 Chron, 5:13 & 7:3, and Psalm 136
Watch part of the video at 



Check here when done   __
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAGvxRTCLLg    (Psalm 118)
The video is over 20 minutes long.  You do not need to watch all of it, just enough to get the picture of how some of the Jews in Jerusalem rejoice and sing praises. 

Hebrew with English subtitles. But one doesn’t need to translate Lai Lai La La La

This video is of Jewish men rejoicing in the synagogue beside the Western Wall of the Temple Mount. The video is over 20 minutes long.  Yes, they dance and sing, praising G-d the whole time. Praying gets serious around minute 3:26

OPTIONAL video at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t_Hhu9Nhvg (Ps.118:24) “This is the Day”

e. Psalm 119 is the longest of the Psalms, and is not a typical song of praise or a lament. It is part of the “Wisdom Literature” of the Bible, with guidance for how to conduct our lives wisely.  It is also an acrostic. In acrostics usually each line begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Psalm 119 takes this a step further, with groups of eight lines beginning with the same letter, and working through the whole Hebrew alphabet of 22 letters
How does the textbook describe the Hebrew concept of the ‘Law’ : _________ 

List the ten descriptions of the ‘Law’ given by the textbook : _______________

According to the textbook, what is the focus of Psalm 119 : _______________

OPTIONAL videos at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UuMu1tzzN4
Psalm 119:11

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsBWt8NnmWc
Psalm 119:11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hjqn2Jk99Kk  
Psalm 119:105
3. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
4. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ___
______________________________________________

WEDNESDAY
1. In the Bible, read Psalms 120-134
2. For this next section, read each Psalm in turn, and read the relevant paragraph in the textbook as an aid to understanding it. Then pause, think about what you have read, and what it is saying to you. Then answer the question(s) (if there are any).
Psalms 120-134 all have the description “Song of Ascents” or “Song of degrees”. Jerusalem is built on the highest regions of the mountain ridge running through Israel. One always goes “up” to Jerusalem. And the Temple in Jerusalem was bordered by a couple of deep valleys, with steps leading up to the Temple, so one also went “up” to the Temple. These Psalms are thought to have been sung by pilgrims going up to Jerusalem, and going up to the Temple.
a. Read Psalms 120 – 123    




Check here when done  __
In Psalm 120, the pilgrim is living in a foreign land (verse 5) among enemies, and longing to go to Jerusalem.

In Psalm 121, the pilgrim is climbing the road and looking up at the mountains ahead.

In Psalm 122, the pilgrim has joined with a group of other pilgrims, and they are approaching Jerusalem.

In the succeeding Psalms, the pilgrims are in Jerusalem, remembering the hardships they have come through, and praising and thanking God for bringing them safely to the Holy City.
OPTIONAL videos at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJsDa-6I90Q 

Psalm 121 (metrical setting)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAARc30nElo
Psalm 121 (responsorial setting)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPbqKdb9vgk 
Psalm 121:2 (Ghanaian choir)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh4EeA2IylQ

Psalm 122:1-3, 6-7  (coronation)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgThh7sDgNM
Psalm 122:1-3, 6-7  (jubilee)
b. Read Psalms 124 - 128    




Check here when done  __
Psalm 126 is associated with the return of the exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

Give a verse of Psalm 126 which would fit this idea : _______________
How does the textbook classify Psalms 127 and 128 : _______________

Give a verse from Psalm 127 which is typical of Wisdom literature : _______________
Give a verse from Psalm 128 which is typical of Wisdom literature : _______________

OPTIONAL video at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsFcwi-AEHU
  Psalm 124  (Scottish metrical setting)

c. Read Psalms 129 – 134 




Check here when done __

Give a verse from Psalm 129 that supports its classification as a Community Lament for the nation : _______________

Give a verse from Psalm 130 that supports its classification as an Individual Lament  : _______________

Give three events in the history of Israel or the life of David that Psalm 132 commemorates (include Scripture references) : _______________

Give a verse from Psalm 133 that illustrates the joy of fellowship in a congregation : _______________
Psalm 134 is a song of blessing in the Temple in the evening.  It is a good way to end a day’s work.
“Must-watch” Video at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-yX017WG-E   Psalm 134  (Byzantine chant)
This video is by a choir in the USA, with traditions from the Turkish/Syrian city of Antioch. They sing in English. The video shows the musical notation used for Byzantine chants (no musical staff, no music “notes”, no tempo markings)  Note also, no musical instruments.  You do not need to watch the whole video, just get a taste of what a Middle-Eastern chant can sound  like.





Check here when done  __

OPTIONAL videos at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJvZ8qzW0e8
Psalm 130  (Anglican chant)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48wo8VYFqj0
Psalm 130  (Scottish metrical)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wk8vKQsfEKw
Psalm 132:14 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JT435mVbZsQ
Psalm 133:1  (Hinei mah tov)
3. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
4. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ___
____________________________________

THURSDAY
1. In the Bible, read Psalms 135-140
2. For this next section, read each Psalm in turn, and read the relevant paragraph in the textbook as an aid to understanding it. Then pause, think about what you have read, and what it is saying to you. Then answer the question(s) (if there are any).
    a. Read Psalm 135 






Check here when done __
Psalm 135 expands on the blessings of Psalm 134.

For which two major events in the history of Israel does Psalm 135 give thanks : _______________

How does the psalmist describe the idols of the nations : _______________

OPTIONAL video at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0nqhXi-sXU
  Psalm 135  (Byzantine chant)
b. Read Psalm 136






Check here when done __
How does the textbook describe this Psalm : _______________  

What is the meaning of the word “Halleluyah” : _______________

When was this Psalm sung : _______________


OPTIONAL video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knRfl1-AP4E
 Psalm 136 portions  (Hymn)

The poet John Milton was 15 years old  when he wrote this paraphrase of Psalm 136
c. Read Psalm 137






Check here when done __
Psalm 137 tells us that its setting is during the Babylonian Exile of the Jews


OPTIONAL videos at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gCtgj5l-5s  
Psalm 137:1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRGazNDsg8Q
Psalm 137:4-6 (English/Hebrew)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgEcI_LMxHA 
Psalm 137:4-6 (English/Hebrew

d. Read Psalms 138 and 139




Check here when done __
Both of these Psalms are attributed to David (although Psalm 138:2 mentions the Temple).

Read Psalm 139 slowly, and think about how intimately God knows you.

OPTIONAL videos at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yePIeuMvyRo     Psalm 139 :1, 23-24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOPlWo8Y-2k     Psalm 139 (Anglican chant)
e. Read Psalm 140






Check here when done __
3. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
4. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ___
_______________________________________________

FRIDAY
1. In the Bible, read Psalms 141-150

2. For this next section, read each Psalm in turn, and read the relevant paragraph in the textbook as an aid to understanding it. Then pause, think about what you have read, and what it is saying to you. Then answer the question(s) (if there are any).
a. Read Psalms 141, 142, and 143


Check here when done   __
These three Psalms are all attributed to David, and reflect times when he was going through times of unjust persecution. The heading for Psalm 142 specifically mentions “the time he was in the cave”. The historical books record several times when David had to take refuge in the caves near the Dead Sea – when King Saul was jealous of him and tried to kill him (1 Samuel 22:1), and when Saul was hunting David to kill him in En Gedi by the Dead Sea (1 Samuel, chapter 24)
To whom does David cry out to for help in each of these Psalms : _______________

OPTIONAL video at     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA44lGRjO3w

b. Read Psalms 144 and 145



Check here when done   __
What  does the textbook say about how Jews use Psalms 145 - 150 : _______________ 
Psalm 145:15-16 is often used as part of a thanksgiving before meals.

OPTIONAL videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNjFRcPymFg
Psalm 145:1-3 (metrical setting) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpcSEy9UZmM 
Psalm 145:10-16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6GomuytQe4 
Psalm 145:10-16
c. Read Psalms 146 and 147



Check here when done   __
According to the textbook, how do Psalms 146 – 150 all begin in Hebrew, and what does it mean in English : _______________
d. Read Psalms 148, 149 and 150


Check here when done   __
From Psalm 148, name four parts of God’s creation who are called to worship alongside us : _______________ 
From Psalm 150, for what should we praise God : _______________
From Psalm 150, how should we praise God : _______________
From Psalm 150, who should praise God : _______________
Watch the videos at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxcqtO8fYK0
Hymn based on Psalm 148 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGLpxtdLJ1s 

Francis of Assisi’s hymn
OPTIONAL videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V3AhPRuEak&list=OLAK5uy_n-TcOOO3FmlgFMoBSvHtjZZsOCMq9-b8o&index=5 

Psalm 148:13

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYzj8Qqq8qM 
Hymn based on Psalm 149
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7wk8GviaCg 
Psalm 150  Hallelujah
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uHue5HK9K4
Psalm 150  Hallelujah
3. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
4. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ___

5. Post your Thread to Discussion Board 5


Check here when done   __
6.  Make a note here of any questions you have about this Module :  ___
7. On the Monday following the Module :
      1. by 9am - Post replies to two of your classmates’ Threads on Discussion Board 5








Check here when done   __
      2. by 9am - Submit this Study Report 5 to the relevant box on Canvas
