RELG 301  Poetic and Prophetic Literature of the Old Testament

Module 2     Study Report 2
Monday
1. Download and save Study Report 2 (this Report)
Check here when done   __
2. Visit the Discussion Board and post replies to two of your classmates’ threads for Module1






Check here when done   __
3. Review and Consolidation
In the Textbook, read page 15, the sections on “Poetry and Wisdom” and “The Prophets”








Check here when done   __
a.  When was ‘Wisdom’ literature particularly popular in the ancient Near East : ____

b.  How is the book of Job described : ________________
c. How is the book of Psalms described : ________________

d. How is the Song of Solomon described : ________________

e. What was one of the main themes of the prophet Isaiah : ________________
4.  Read the Course Notes on “Poetry in the Pentateuch and Historical Books”,  “Notes on some of the texts”, and “Examples of Parallelism in the Pentateuch”









Check here when done   __
a. How do Jews regard the Book of Ruth : ________________
b. Where was the Ark of the Covenant kept when the Israelites first came to the Promised Land  : ________________
4.  In the textbook, read pages 132-134, the section on “Abraham”

Check here when done   __
a. Where did Abraham’s family originate : ________________

b. Where was Abraham when God called him : ________________

c. What is the probable date for Abraham : ________________

5. In the Bible, read Genesis 12:1-3



Check here when done   __
a.  What poetical feature do you notice in this text :  ________________
6. In the textbook, read pages 206-208, the section on “Moses”
a. When was the Jewish feast of the Passover instituted : ________________
b. Who was the probable Pharaoh of Egypt, and when did he reign, when Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt : ________________
c. Which technological Age was just beginning (Stone, Chalcolithic, Bronze, or Iron?) : ________________
7. In the Bible, read Exodus 15:1-18 , 20-21

Check here when done   __
a. Who won the victory which this song commemorates : ________________
b. What evidence do we have that this passage was sung, rather than just spoken or written down : ________________
c. What evidence do we have that the song was accompanied by dance : ________
8. Watch the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sW7PH8Csg0U 

Check here when done   __
9. In the Bible, read Numbers 6:22-27


Check here when done   __
a. Write out a portion of this text which shows parallelism : ________________
10. Watch the following videos.  They are intended to give you a feel for the differences between Hebrew and Western music, song, poetry, language, worship, and culture. 

   If this section is too long for your study period, you may postpone it until Tuesday 

a.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jUAx5SsDL8 
the Aaronic blessing  in Hebrew and English, sung in Jerusalem by a  Messianic Jewish rabbi       Check here when done   __
b.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2KwoddC2s4 
the Aaronic blessing  in Hebrew by an American Jewish  Messianic cohen
     Check here when done   __
c.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzqrWae5lK4 
the Aaronic blessing sung in Hebrew, a modern setting, filmed in Jerusalem
     Check here when done   __
d.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOlUJ3yPdQI 
the Aaronic blessing sung responsively at the Western Wall in Jerusalem, with English captions
     Check here when done   __
e.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoDd0rQzg9U 
the Aaronic blessing sung in Hebrew, with text




     Check here when done   __
11. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
12. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ________________
____________________________________

Tuesday
1.   Review and consolidation


In the Textbook, read p.22-23 “Reading the Bible”

Check here when done   __
a. What four questions should one ask oneself as one reads a passage in the Bible : ________________
2. In the textbook, read pages 202-203, “Balak and Balaam”  Check here when done   __
a. Who was Balak : ________________
b. Who was Balaam : ________________
3. In the Bible, read Numbers , chapters 22-24

Check here when done   __
   a.  From Numbers 23:7-10, why could Balaam not pronounce a curse : ________________
   b.  From Numbers 23:18-24, how did Balaam make a contrast between God and mankind : ________________
  c.  From Numbers 24:3-9, write out an example of synonymous parallelism : ________
  d. From Numbers 24:15-19, what part of this prophetic blessing may point to a Messianic figure : ________________
4.  Listen to the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6gack1Vv0U  
Check here when done   __
5. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
6. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ________________
______________________________________________

Wednesday
1. Review and consolidation
In the Textbook, read p.50-51 “Understanding the Bible”
   Check here when done   __
a. What guidelines are given for reading Poetry and Wisdom Literature : ___________
b. What questions should one ask when reading Prophetic Literature : ___________

2. In the textbook, read p.240-241, “Prophetess Deborah leads Barak into Battle”  

Check here when done   __
a.  Which other woman plays a part in this victory, and what did she do :  ___________

3. In the Bible, read Judges, chapters 4 & 5


Check here when done   __
a. Write a brief account of the events which led up to the song : ________________

b. Why do you think God gave victory through Jael rather than through Barak : ________________
4. In the textbook, read p.251-252, the introductory paragraph to the Book of Ruth, and the article “A portrait of Ruth”




Check here when done   __
a. What nationality was Ruth : ________________
b. Who were two of Ruth’s descendants : ________________

c. Which was Naomi’s home town : ________________

5. In the Bible, read Ruth 1:16-17



Check here when done   __
6. Listen to the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLYJlIT4fFg 
Check here when done   __
a. Do the lyrics differ from the scriptures. : ________________

b. Why might the lyrics differ from the scriptures : ________________

7. In the textbook, read p.256-257, “Hannah’s song”, and “Hannah”  

Check here when done   __
a. Which song in the New Testament echoes the Song of Hannah : ________________
b. What is the meaning of the name “Samuel” : ________________

c. What events led up to the Song of Hannah : ________________

8. In the Bible, read 1 Sam.2:1-10



Check here when done   __
  a.  Who is ultimately in control of our destiny : ________________
4. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
5. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  ________________
____________________________________

Thursday
1. Review and consolidation
In the Textbook, read p.344-345   “Poetry and Wisdom”
Check here when done   __
  a.  What is the first characteristic of Hebrew Poetry, that was also a mark of some of the earliest biblical poetry : ________________
  b. What is the hallmark of biblical poetry, in contrast to our own : ___________

  c. Write out an example of synonymous parallelism from your readings in this Module, or from elsewhere in the Old Testament : ________________

2. In the textbook, read p.269-2271, “David”, and p.264, “David’s lament”
Check here when done   __
a. Who was Saul (you will have to look elsewhere in the textbook or in the Bible, to find this : ________________

b. Who was Jonathan : ________________

c. Why did David have to leave the royal court : ________________

d. How did Saul and Jonathan die : ________________

e. Which city did David make his capital : ________________
f. Which prophet had to stop David building a temple : ________________

g. How did David sin with Bathsheba : ________________

h. Who rebuked David for his sin with Bathsheba : ________________

i. Which of David’s sons tried to usurp the kingdom, and was killed : _________
j. Which of David’s sons became the next king : ________________

k. According to the textbook, what is the thread that holds everything together for David : ________________

3. In the Bible, read 1 Sam.31:1-6 & 2 Sam.1:19-27

Check here when done   __
There are no questions on this section. Feel the sorrow for the death of fellow-soldiers and for the loss of a great friend.
4. In the textbook, read p.275, “David’s victory song”
Check here when done  __

5.  In the Bible, read 2 Sam.22:1-31



Check here when done  __

  a.  Which Psalm is very similar to this song : ________________
  b.  List at least five things that David lists as being symbolic of his relationship to God : ________________ 
6. Watch the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17-lrRdfeME 










Check here when done  __
7. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
8. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  _______________
_______________________________________________

Friday
1. Review and consolidation

In the Textbook, read p.408-415 “The Prophets in their setting”










Check here when done   __
a.  According to the textbook, what are three hallmarks of a true prophet :  _________

b. In which century BC were the prophets Elijah and Elisha active  _______________
c. In which century BC was the prophet Isaiah active : _______________

d. In which centuries BC was the prophet Jeremiah active : _______________

e. In which century BC was the prophet Ezekiel active : _______________

f. According to the textbook, what are five important themes of the messages of the prophets : _______________  

2. In the Bible, read 1 Chron. 16:7-30



Check here when done   __
  a.  Who was the author of this psalm : _______________ 

  b.  What was the occasion for this psalm : _______________

  c.  Using a Concordance, or an online Bible tool of your choice, find where these portions of this song are found elsewhere in the Old Testament : 

1 Chron. 16:8- 22 : _______________


1 Chron. 16:23-36 : _______________
3. In the Bible, read 2 Chron. 6:41-42 



Check here when done   __
  a.  Who was the author of this psalm : _______________

  b.  What was the occasion for this psalm : _______________

  c.  Using a Concordance, or an online Bible tool of your choice,  find where this psalm is found elsewhere in the Old Testament : _______________
4.  In the Bible, read Nehemiah, chapter 9

  a.  What was the occasion : _______________

  b.  The song recalls times in which God acted in the history of Israel. List at least six of them : _______________

  c.  What was the result of this occasion : _______________
5. Write out by hand, while saying aloud, your Key Verse for today
Check here when done   __
6. Type out your Key Verse for today here :  _______________
7. Post your Thread to Discussion Board 2


Check here when done   __
8. Review and Consolidation, re-read your Key Verses
Check here when done   __
9.  Make a note here of any questions you have about this Module :  _______________
On the Monday following the Module :
      a. by 9am - Post your replies to two of your classmates’ Threads on Discussion Board 2








Check here when done   __
b. by 9am - Submit this Study Report 2 to the relevant box on Canvas
