Chapter 60

The Optative

60.1 There are four "Moods" of a verb - the Indicative, Subjunctive, Optative, and the
Imperative. These are described as "finite", because the endings "define" the person doing the action (First
-1, we; Second - you; Third - he, she, it, they) Sometimes the Infinite is also classed as a Mood, although
it may be better to class it as a Verbal noun.

So far we have dealt with the Indicative Mood - used to indicate facts, make definite statements, or to ask
questions, and with the Subjunctive - used when there is an element of doubt, and with the Imperative - used
to give orders

Now we come to the Optative - used mainly to express a wish that something may, or may not, happen.

In the New Testament, the most frequently-occurring Optative is [I1] YEVOITO = "may it not happen",
with the feeling "Oh Please, Please, may it not happen." translated in the KJV as "God forbid"

The Optative has five tenses - Present, Future, Aorist, Perfect, and Future Perfect.

60.2 Uses of the Optative

1. To express a wish that something may or may not happen. Because the Optative is expressing a wish
for something to happen, or not happen, when used in direct discourse it refers to future time. Therefore the
tenses do not indicate points along a time-line, but the state of the action. The Present tense has a continuing
or repeating sense "May something always happen". The Aorist tense refers to a simple action "May
something happen (once).". The Perfect refers to something being completed, with a permanent result "May
they be in the state of having done something."

e.g. Un yevorto may it not happen By nomeans! God forbid !

2. The Potential Optative, used with Qv to express the opinion of the writer or speaker as to the future
possibility or likelihood of an action. It may be translated by may, might, can, must, would, should etc.
The Potential Optative may also be used in purpose clauses, result clauses, causal clauses, object clauses after
verbs of fearing or effort, and dependent sentences.

3. To express a command or exhortation less forcefully than the Imperative.

4. Used without @v in relative sentences, conditional sentences, purpose clauses, after secondary tenses
in purpose clauses and clauses of fearing.

5. In Indirect Discourse (see Chapter 61), the Optative may be used to represent the Indicative or
Subjunctive after secondary tenses. Secondary, or Historic, tenses are those used for past time - the
Imperfect, Pluperfect, and Aorist expressing past time. Primary, or Principal tenses, are those used for
present time - the Present, Perfect - expressing a present state of affairs, and those expressing future time -
the Future and the Future Perfect.

When the Optative is used in indirect discourse the tenses do imply a period in time. This is the condition in
which one might meet a Future Optative e.g. "He said that he wished that they would do something"
e.g. €pofovunv un yevorro I was afraid (that) it might happen (lest it happen)

gpoPovunv pn oV yevolto I was afraid (that) it might not happen (lest it not happen)

60.2 The tenses of the Optative : Only Aorist and Present Optatives occur in the GNT.

Note the characteristic -01- of the Optative (replaced by -01- in the Aorist)
Note also that there is no augment on the Aorist.

Person Present Active Present Mid/Pass. Aorist Active  Aorist Middle Aorist Passive
1 STEM-o1ut STEM-owunv  STEM-coupt  STEM-counv STEM-0emv
2 STEM-01¢ STEM-010 STEM-coug STEM-G010 STEM-0eng
3 STEM-01 STEM-ot1to STEM-Gat STEM-Gatto STEM-Osm

1 STEM-oytev  STEM-owueBo. STEM-coiev STEM-caipefo  STEM-Oeyev
2 STEM-o1tg STEM-oi00e  STEM-coute STEM-caicOe  STEM-Ogite
3 STEM-o1ev STEM-otwvto STEM-caley  STEM-cawvto STEM-Ogiev
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Verbs with Second Aorists use their Aorist Stem

Person 2 Aorist Active 2 Aorist Middle 2 Aorist Passive
1 ASTEM-oylt ASTEM-oynv ASTEM-0Bemyv
2 ASTEM-01¢ ASTEM-010 ASTEM-0gng
3 ASTEM-01 ASTEM-01t0 ASTEM-0gm

1 ASTEM-oiev ASTEM-oyefa ASTEM-O¢gipev
2 ASTEM-otte ASTEM-0160¢ ASTEM-O¢ette
3 ASTEM-o1ev ASTEM-01vto ASTEM-Oetev

For the -t verbs, using O13®UL as an example

Person Present Active Present Mid/Pass. Aorist Active  Aorist Middle  Aorist Passive
1 ddomyv dwdoynyv domv dotunv doBemv

2 ddomg ddo10 dowmg do10 doBemg

3 ddom 3150110 dom dotto dobem

1 ddoylev dwdoyeda doev dotueba doBeylev

2 dwdotte ddotcbe doute dotobe dobeite

3 ddolev ddowvto dolev dow1o doBetev

Tenses which do not appear in the GNT are given here for completeness, for when you read beyond the GNT

Person Future Active Future Middle Future Passive Future Perfect Passive
1 STEM-coyu STEM-coynyv STEM-Oncotunyv PSTEM-cowunv

2 STEM-c01¢ STEM-G010 STEM-Bnco10 PSTEM-G010

3 STEM-G01 STEM-G01T0 STEM-Bncotto PSTEM-G01TO

1 STEM-coylev ~ STEM-cotpeba STEM-Oncopeba PSTEM-cotpeda
2 STEM-cotte STEM-co160¢ STEM-Oncoice PSTEM-c0160¢
3 STEM-co1ev STEM-GO1vTO STEM-Bncowto PSTEM-G01vVTO

Perfect Active Aelokwg €NV etc. - see Chapter 66 for the Optative of €1l
Perfect Middle / Passive A€AVLEVOG €NV etc. - see Chapter 66 for the Optative of €lj1t

Practice - until you can read and translate easily
1. Twveg dg amo ¢ Aoctag Tovdaot,

0UG £€0€l €M GOV TOPEWVOL KO
KOTNYOPEW €l TL €YO1EWV TPOG EUE . . .

Some Jews from Asia, who ought
to be present before you and bring charges
if they have something against me.
(Acts 24:19)
2. GAL' €l kol maoYOLTE Ol SIKOLOGLVNY, But even if you do suffer for righteousness,
pokaplot. Tov 0e @ofov avtwv
un eofndnte unde tapoydntE.
3. 0 ¢ Ilawhog (eimev), EdVEouny v 1@ Bew
Kol €&V OMy® Kot €&V UEYOA®
o0 HOVOV G€ GAAO KOl TTOVTOG
TOVG GKOVOVTOG HOV ONUEPOV yevESHaL hearing me today might become
TOLOLTOVG OTO10VG KOl £y® ElpLL. (Acts 26:29)
( edoiunv = Optative of €0youar - Ipray, OmOIOVS = Accusative of dmoiog - "of such a kind as" )
( eblayuny av t@ Oe®d - "I could prayto God. .." or "Would to God . .. ")
4. o0TOog 0€ O KLPIOG TNG &lpMVNG dN VUV
™mv gipnvnv 810 TAVTOG &V TOVTL TPOT®.

(you are) blessed. Neither fear them
nor be troubled. (I Peter 3:14)
Paul said, "Would to God that,
for small as for great,
not only you but also all

such as I am..

May the Lord of peace himself give you

peace through all times in all ways.
(2 Thess. 3:16)

5. voi, adehoe, €ym cov dvounyv
&V KLPLY.
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Yes, brother, I wish to enjoy (something)
of you in the Lord. (Philem. v.20)
( ovouunv = Second Aorist Optative Middle of ovivijui - I benefit, enjoy )

Copyright © 2011 Shirley J. Rollinson, all Rights Reserved



6. eimev 0 Mapwoy, Toov 1) dovAn Kvpilov, And Mary said, "Behold, the handmaid of the

YEVOITO Ol KOTO, TO PNUO GOV. Lord, let it be to me according to your word.
( Mapioy is a variant spelling of Mopia. - both derived from the Hebrew "Miriam") (Luke 1:38)
7. ®G 0& MKOLGOV TOLG AOYOLG TOVTOVG . . . When the High Priests heard these words
ol ApylEPELS OMTOPOLV TEPL OVTWV they were perplexed about them (and) what
1 Qv YEVOlTO TOVTO. this might become (where this might lead)
( ommopovy = Imperfect of O10mOpe® - Iam at a loss, cannot work out) (Acts 5:24)

8. (0 dnotog einev, ) ATOPOVUEVOS OE €Y (Festus said,) "Being at a loss (as to) how to
MV mEPL TOVTAOV (NTNnov investigate (search about) these questions
gleyov €l Povlotto mopevecHal I said (asked) if he wished to travel to

elg Tepocoivpa kaker kpvesHart. Jerusalem to be tried there. (see Acts 25:20)

( AopovUEVOS = Present Participle Middle of Gmopew - I am at a loss, can't see the way through
N (nnois = question, dispute. from (nqrew - Iseek )

9. Ti ovv époupeyv ; What then shall we say?
0 vouog (éotv) auopTia ; (That) the Law is sin ?
un yevotro. God forbid! (Rom. 7:7)
10. Avtog 0e O Bg0g KOl TOTNP MUOV Kot May God our Father himself and
0 wvplog Nuev Incovg katevBuval our Lord Jesus prosper our road (journey)
™V 000V MNU®V TPOS VUG to you. (I Thess. 3:11)

( kotevBovar = Aorist Optative of kKatevOVV@ - I straighten out , prosper a journey )

60.3 Sentences for reading and translation

1. avdtog 6 Beog g elpnvng daywucor VUG (I Thess. 5:23)
2. Ti obv, quoptnowpey 0TL 0OVK €CUEV VDO TOV VOLOL GAAQ VIO YOPWV ;
un yevotro. (Rom. 6:15)

3. 0 3¢ wvplog kotevbuvar LUOV Tag Kapdlag €ig v dyomny tov 0gov. (2 Thess. 3:5)
( kotevBovar = Aorist Optative of kKatevBVV@ - I straighten out , prosper a journey )

4. VOUOV OVV KOTOPYOLHEV Ol0L TNG TIOTEMG; W1 YEVOLTO. (Rom. 3:31)
5. 0 de MyomA o0 dpyayyehog, 0te T O10POAD SOKPIVOUEVOG, . . .
eimev, Emumyumoot cot kvpioc. (Jude v.9)

( Miyanld o dépyayyedog - Michael the archangel )
6. Agym ovv, Mn dnwcato 6 6eog TOV A0OV OOTOL ; N YEVOWTO.  (Rom. 11:1)
( arwooto = Aorist Middle of dmwOew - I push away, reject )

7. Tweg O€ ... TOV QLLOCOQOV . . . EAEYOV,
Ti av Behot 0 omepporoyog 0VTOG AEYEW ; (Acts 17:18)
( 0 @pilooopog - philosopher 0 omePIoLoyoS - babbler )

8. &uot dg un yevorro kowyoacHor €l pn €v T® OTOVP® TOV KLPIOV MUOV
‘Incov Xpiotov, o' 0O €Ol KOGUOG £0TOVPMTOL KAY® KOOU®. (Gal. 6:14)
9. avtotl de €mAncOnoav dvolag kot S1EA0AOVY TPOG GAANAOVG

11 dv momocatev t® ‘Incov. (Luke 6:11)
(7 Gvoio. - wrath, rage, fury, stupidity ~ O10AaAeq - Idiscuss, talk about )
10. éAeog Vv kou gipnvny kol ayommv TAnBuvOem. (Jude v.2)
60.4 Writing Practice : Write the Greek text several times, while saying aloud : Philippians 4:4-6
Xoapete €V KUPUY TOVTOTE - Rejoice in the Lord at all times;
TOALY PO, YOLPETE. Again I will say, "Rejoice!"
T0 EMEIKEG VUV YVOOONT® Let your gentleness be known
oG AvOp®moLs. to all men.
0 KLPlOG £YYVG. The Lord (is) near.
undev UEPYLVOTE, Worry about nothing
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60.5 There is no New Testament Passage for reading and translation.
The Practice Sentences have given a good over-view of the uses of the Optative.

60.6 Vocabulary to learn

KateLIVED I straighten out , prosper a journey )
ThpeyLL I am present, near, at hand
TANOvVEO I fill, fulfil

TAPAGG® I disturb, agitate

10 Ogimvov supper, diner, feast

0 TPOTOC way, manner, way of life
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