Chapter 34

Nouns of the Third Declension
Part 1 - Nominative, Vocative, and Genitive

34.1 In earlier chapters we met the nouns and adjectives of the First and Second Declensions, which
comprise the majority of Greek nouns and adjectives. All nouns which do not belong to the First or Second
Declension are classified as Third Declension - they are a relatively small group, with a variety of endings.
They may be further subdivided into smaller families which follow various patterns of endings.

One of the characteristics of the Third Declension is that the Nominative Singular can not be used to
determine the stem of the noun. The Nominative Singular is often different, and the real stem is found by
going to the Genitive Singular. For this reason, Third Declension nouns are listed in dictionaries in the form

Nominative Singular, Genitive Singular, gender. e.g. TOTNP, TOTPOS, O - father.

34.2 In previous chapters we have met the most frequent Third Declension nouns, but only in the
Nominative singular. In this chapter we will add the Nominative plural, and the Genitive singular and plural.
A glance at the Vocabulary list for this chapter shows that, although the forms of the Nominative are

variable, the Genitive singulars end in -0¢ or -®O¢ or -OVG.
A closer look shows that the nouns can be put into several groups with similar endings.

The stem of a Third Declension noun is found by removing the -0¢ from the Genitive singular

34.3 Third Declension Families of Masculine and Feminine Nouns
The following table gives examples of the families of Third Declension nouns found in the New Testament.
Focus on the similarities rather than the differences between the groups.

Genitive singular -0g Nominative plural -g¢ Genitive plural -@v

Changes in the endings are caused by "hidden vowels" such as 1 or v endings of the stem, which modify
the normal -0¢ of the Genitive singular, and the -€G of the Nominative plural.

Singular Plural English

stem ends in Nominative Genitive Nominative Genitive
liquid, -gp 0 domp 4oTEPOC AOTEPEC 4oTEP®V star
liquid, -p 0 matnp ToTPOG TOTEPES TOTEPOV father
-0Vt 0 Gpyov APYOVTOG GPYOVTEG apyovI®mv ruler
nasal, -V 0 aiwv aidvog aidveg aldveV age
guttural, -y, -K, -}, n yovi YOVOIKOG YOVOIKEG YOVOLK®V woman

n 0pi§ P0G TPUYES POV hair
labial, -3, T, - 0 AiBioy AibBilomog Aibilomeg Aiblontv Ethiopian
dental, -9, -7, -0 N éAmig EATIIO0G EATIOEG EATO OV hope

O M mong Tod0G TondEeg TV lad, lass
-V 0 1y0v¢ iyBv0g iyBvoeg iyBvov fish
-1 change to -€MG N TOAG TOAEMG TOAELG TOAE®MV city
-€V change to -€0C 0 Paciredc  Pooiiéwg Boaotleic Baciiewv king
-0V 0 1 Poug Bodg Boeg Bodv bull, cow

Practice - until you can read and translate easily

1. domp yop Aotepog Olapepel €v 00&N. For star differs from star in glory. (1 Cor. 15:41)
2. kou MABev 0 Incovg €ig v oikwv  And Jesus came into

TOV APYOVTOG. the ruler's house. (see Matt. 9:23)
3. Ko idov avnp Aiboy gdvovyog Look - a man, an Ethiopian, a eunuch,
duvaotng Kavdakng a high official of Kandace,
Bactuoong Aifommv. Queen of the Ethiopians. (Acts 8:27)
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4. yoplg LU Kot gipnvn Grace and peace (be) to you
amo Bgov TOTPOG MUV from God our Father

Kot Kvplov Incov Xpiotov. and (from) the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:7)
5. ol OyAol MKoAovOnoav oVTO The crowds followed him

A0 TOV TOAEMV. from the cities. (see Matt. 14:13)
6. &Eemopevovto €Em TNG TOAEWG. And they went outside the city.  (Mark 11:19)
7. Vovi 0¢g HEVEL TOTIS, é?wug, (’xyomn ... Now there remain faith, hope, love . . .

pelwv de tovTeV 1 dyom). and the greatest of these is love. (I Cor. 13:13)
8. ov &l 0 Pactlevg TV Tovdoiwy ; Are you the king of the Jews? (Matt. 27:11)
9. Q¢ wpaot ol modEG How beautiful (are) the feet

TV evayyeMlopevev tao Ayoda. of those announcing (the) good things. (Rom. 10:15)
10. 00TOL HETO. TOV APVIOV TOAEUNGOLGLY, They (these) will fight against the Lamb
KOl TO GPVIOV VIKNGEL 0DTOVG,
OTL KVPLOG KVPLOV E0TV
Kot Paciievg Paciiemv.

and the Lamb will conquer them,
because he is Lord of lords

and King of kings. (Rev. 17:14)

34.4 Third Declension Families of Neuter Nouns
Neuter Nouns always have the same endings for Nominative-Vocative and Accusative Singular, and usually

an -0 for Nominative-Vocative and Accusative Plural.
Stems ending in -0G drop the sigma and contract with the vowels of the endings. The Genitive -0G ending
becomes -0VC, the Nominative/Accusative -0. ending becomes -1.

Singular Plural English
stem ends in Nom/Voc/Acc  Genitive Nom/Voc/Acc  Genitive
-T T0 odua oMUOTOG ocOpoTo ocOUATOV body
10 Dowp ¥oaTog VOATO VOUTOV water
T0 QPOG POTOC pOTA POTOV light
sigma -0, -&¢, -0G T0 Y€VOG YEVOLg Yevn YEVOV family
"one of a kind" T0 TOP TopoOg VP, TPV fire
Practice - until you can read and translate easily :
1. 00...0 KSYCOV uot, Kl)pls, KVLplE, Not the one saying to me "Lord, Lord,
eloghevoetan €i¢ v Poaciieiay will enter into the kingdom
TV Of)p(XVOJV, AN O mowwv of the heavens, but the one doing
10 Oelnua TOV TATPOG HOL the will of my Father
&V TOLS OLPAVOLC. in the heavens. (Matt. 7:21)

ol dapyovieg tv £6vav
KOTOKVPLEVOVGV OOTMV.
avtog o0¢ 0 Twavvng elxev

T0 €VOLUO. ODTOV GO TPY®V KOUNAOL.

Kol ol moAelg towv €0vev Emecav.
Yueg de €ote cmpa Xpiotov
Kol UEAN €K HEPOVG.
Kot O Tpurog (ayyelog) €Eeyeev
TV QLAY OOTOV €I TOVG TOTOUOVGS
KOl TOG TNYyag VOUTOV.
TOAAOKIS YOp TIMTEL €IG TO TTLP
Kol TOAAOKIS €I To VOwp.
ol de 0pBaipol avtov O¢ EAOE TVPOC.
. Yuelg €0te 10 MG TOV KOGHOV.

o oo
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The rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them
John himself had (his)
clothing of camel's hair(s). (Matt. 3:4)
And the cities of the Gentiles fell. (Rev. 16:19)
You are the body of Christ
and parts individually. (1 Cor. 12:27)
And the third (angel) poured out
his bowl into the rivers

(Matt. 20:25)

and the springs of waters. (Rev. 16:4)
For he often falls into the fire
and often into the water. (Matt. 17:15)
His eyes (were) like a flame of fire. (Rev. 19:12)
You are the light of the world. (Matt. 5:14)
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10. Kot 0O® TEPATA €V T OVPOVE® (v And I will give wonders in heaven above
KOl ONUEW &ML TNG YNNG KOT®, and signs on the earth below,
aipo Kol Tup Kot GTHdo Kamvov.  blood and fire and clouds of smoke. (Acts 2:19)

34.5 The Vocative
Nouns of the évnp and ToTNP family have a shortened vowel in the Vocative singular.

Nouns of the BoctAevs -£w¢ family, and those with stems ending in a dental ( éAmG -100¢ family) or
guttural, are reduced to the bare stem in the vocative singular.

Most other families of Third Declension Nouns are identical in the Nominative and Vocative singulars.
Vocative plurals are always identical in form to the Nominative plural.

NOTE : Because the Definite Article has no Vocative form, if there is a Definite Article with the word, both
of them will use the Nominative.

Singular Nominative avnp matnp yovn Poactievg g Poug  mong  ixOug
Vocative avep matep yvvor Poctiev gamt Pov mon  ixBv
Practice - until you can read and translate easily :

1. ol yovoukeg eimov, Avep dmiote, Vmoye. The women said, "Faithless man - go away!"

2. ol iepeig eimov, The priests said,

I'vvon, mov €otv O dvnp ooV ; "Woman, where is your husband?"
3. Xaipe, Pacirev tov Tovdaimv. Hail, King of the Jews. (Matt. 27:29)
4. motevelg, Paciiev Aypurna, King Agrippa, do you believe

TOIG TTPOPMNTOUG 5 (in) the prophets? (Acts 26:27)
5. MOPEVCOLLOL TPOG TOV TOTEPO MOV I will go to my father

Kot €pm avte, Ilatep, uoaptov and I will say to him, "Father, I sinned
€lg TOV 0VPAVOV KOl EVOTIOV GOUL. against heaven and before you." (Luke 15:18)

( Tatepa is the Accusative singular of TOTHP )
6. kot 0 Inoovg €ieyev, APPa O motnp. And Jesus was saying, "Abba, Father."

( see Note above re. the Definite Article ) (see Mark 14:36)
7. €v éKeEW® T KOp® ... 0 Inocovg At that time . . . Jesus said,
eimev, 'E€opoAioyovpol cot, motep, "I give thanks to you, Father,
KLPLE TOV OVPAVOL KOl TNG YNG. Lord of heaven and earth. (Matt. 11:25)
8. kol Agyel avtn O ‘Inoovg, And Jesus said (says) to her,
Ti éuOl Kol ©O01, Yvval; "What (is that) to me and you, ma'am? (John 2:4)

9. 0 IovAiog ékpalev €v T ovvedplw,  Paul was crying out in the Sanhedrin,
Avdpeg aoerpol, €yw Dapioaiog €ipt, "Guys, brothers, I am a Pharisee,

viog Qaploatwv: mePL EATIOOC KoL a son of Pharisees. I am being judged about the hope
GVOOTOCEMG VEKPOV KPLVOLLOL. and the resurrection of the dead. (Acts 23:6)
10.0 ’IHGOUQ gimev ou’)tn, @(xpGSl, evya’mp, Jesus said to her, "Take heart, daughter,
N Mot 6oV il OE. your faith saves you." (see Matt. 9:22)

34.6 Sentences for reading and translation

1. 0 Beog cwlel MuUog €K ¥EWPOg TV EXOpmV MUOV.

2. Bglopev molewv 10 BeAnua TOV TATPOG.

3. ol untepeg MUV Avayvookovsty 10 Bifiov tov Meboewc.

4. xou MABov ol pabnror avtov, kot £0ovpalov OTL HETO YOVOIKOG SAQAEL (John 4:27)
5. Aeyer avtn 6 Inoovg, ITioteve pot, yvvar, OTL €pxetal MPO OTE OVTE &V T

Opel TOVT® 0VTE &V TePOGOAVUOIC TPOGKVVNGETE T® TATPL. (John 4:21)

( Opet is the Dative singular of T0 OpOS - mountian )
6. 0 MvoOV €K TOV VOOTOG TOLTOV OWYNGEL TOALV. (John 4:13)
7. 0010¢ 0 vopog ovk €k Tov Mwioewg £€0Tv AAL' €K TV TOTEPWV.(see John 7:22)
8. ol ayyelot Parovoy adTOVG €I TNV KOUIVOV TOV TVPOG. (see Matt. 13:42)
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9. 6 Pactrevg tov Tovdaiwv ovTOG.
10. ai yovaikeg ovy €OpOV TO GMOUE TOV KLPlOv Incov.

(Luke 23:38)
(see Luke 24:3)

34.7 Writing Practice : Write the Greek text, while saying aloud (Matt. 5:6)

LLOKOPLOl Ol TEWVMVTEG KOl OIYMOVTEG
™V SIKAoGLVTY,
0Tl avTol yoptacHncovTal.

Happy are the ones hungering and thirsting
(for) righteousness,
for they shall be fed.

34.8 New Testament Passages for reading and translation : Matt. 24:29-31, 1 Cor. 15:38-41
In your Greek New Testament, read the passages aloud several times until you can read them without long
pauses or stumbling. Then use the translation helps to translate them.

mv Oy trouble, suffering ( Accusative of 1§ OATwiG -ew¢ - trouble)
GKOTlG@ﬂGS’C(XI will be darkened ( Future Passive of okoti{w - Idarken)
TECOVVTOL (they) will fall ( Future of mimtw - Ifall. See chapter 28)
G(XKSUBHGOVTOH (they) shall be shaken ( Future Passive of 60Asv@ - I shake)
pavnoeTol (it) will appear ( Future Passive of @ouvououi - I appear)
TOo0 all  ( Fem. Nominative plural of mag, mooa, mAV - each, every, all)
TOAANG much (Fem. Accusative singular of TOAVG, TOAA, TOAV - much, many)
LEYOANG great (Feminine Accusative singular of LEYOG, WUEYOLN, UEYO. - great)
EMouvacovoty they will gather together ( Future of €miovvayw - I gather together)
TECCUPWV four ( Genitive plural of T€000pPES - four)
T0 GKPOV boundary, top

am' AKpov . .. MG AKP®V = from one end to the other
SOV (he) gives ( Present Indicative of 515({)/11 - 1 give)
nbeinoev he wished ( Aorist of Oedew - I want, wish)
TOoOo all ( Fem. Nom. singular of mag, mooo, mTAV - each, every, all)
0 ovtog, M AV the same
(’XMLT] other, another  ( Fem. Nom. singular of dllog, 0’[/1/117, dAAo - other)
gmyei earthly (from ém + yn - earth)

34.9 Vocabulary to learn - Including all the Third Declension Nouns which were given in earlier
vocabularies. Now learn the full entry (Nominative and Genitive singular, with gender). Do not try to learn
all the words all at once. Take time, divide them into families, and learn one family at a time.

M/F, stems ending in p
’ M/F, stems ending in guttural

0 aviip, avopog man, husband \ ’ i

0 dotip, -£pog star T Yuvn, -01KOG woman, wife, lady
N Ouydtnp, -Tpdc daughter n 9919;, ’l?plXO’g hair

0 uiTp, -Tpoc mother 1 qumy&’ OGATLYYOC trumpet

0 matip, TOTPOG father n GO‘PE» CUpKOG flesh, meat

N xeip, xeWPog hand 0 QAOE, phoyog flame

M/F, stems ending in dental

atpic, dTpuidog vapor, mist

EATtig, EAmidOoC hope

N moig, Todog child, servant, boy, girl
ToVG, T0OHG foot

YOp1G, xbprrog grace

M/F, stems ending in -0V

M/F, stems ending in -V
0 aidv, -®Vog age

0 aumerdv, -Ovog  vineyard

M/F, stems ending in -0vVT
0 Gpywv, -ovtog ruler

¢

0 dpblxwv, -ovtog

=- O O 3 3

dragon

M/F, stems ending in labial o ﬂ BOIN)Q, BOéQ bull, cow
0 Aifloy, Aibiomog Ethiopian

M/F, stems ending in ©

0 1yBvc, -vog fish
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F, stems in -1, like ToTIg

AvaoTAoIG. -G
aoeoig, -£m¢
JOVOLG, -EMG
OAy1g, -emg
Kpiolg, -emg
ToTIS, -£MG
TOMG, -€0C

=-S5 33 33 3

resurrection
forgiveness, release
power, strength, ability
trouble, persecution
judgment

faith

city

( hence politics - how one runs a city)

M, stems ending in -év,
APYLEPEVS, -£MC
Baoctleds, -£mg
YPOUUOTEDS, -EMG
lepevg, -€mg
Mobotig, -émg

(ol

o O

o O

"One of a kind'' noun
10 TOP, TLPOG

like Baciiedg

high priest

king

scribe, lawyer, scholar
priest

Moses

fire

N, stems end in -T like Ovopa
TO (ﬁu(x, -T0g blood ( hence hemo-)

10 &VOupa, -TOG clothing
10 0éAnua, -10g wish, will

T0 KOALUUO, -TOG  veil
TO KTAMO, -TOG
10 dvoua, -TOG name

10 O@eiAnua, -tog  debt

T0 TveDUO, -TOG spirit, wind, breath
TO OMEPUO, -TOG seed

T0 COUW, -TOG body

T0 TEPOGC, -0TOG wonder, omen

10 Vowp, Hdatog
T0 POC, PMOTOG light

possession, property

water

N, stems end in -0, -£¢, -0G, like £0vog

10 Y€VOG, -0VG

10 &€0vog, -ovg nation, people
To €0V the Gentiles

10 £10G, -0VG year

TO KTAVOG, -0VG

10 UEAOG, -0VG

family, race

farm animal
part, member (of body)

T0 UEPOG, -0VG part, piece

€K LEPOLG in part, individually
10 Opog, -0Vg mountain, hill
T0 (PEYYOG, -0VG light

other Vocabulary to learn

KOTOKVPLEL®
caled®

Bacilooa
duvaotng
gvvodyog
KOUVOG
KOTVOg

mm

10 TTNVOV

N oeAvn

0 QUAN

avd

avmOev

e00€wg
TOAAAKIG
EKAEKTOG, -1, -OV
Emovpaviog, -0, -ov
®paiog, -a, -ov

= O3 O O 3
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I lord it over
I shake

queen
ruler, high official
eunuch
furnace, oven
smoke
spring, fountain, well
bird

moon

tribe

above, up

from above
immediately, at once
often
chosen
heavenly
beautiful, welcome
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(First Declension in -0¢G )

( éx + kadew - Icall)
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